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X,    Aspects of Urban Life
1.   Features of Town-Life

All these people lived either in the town or village. Contem-
porary accounts ihrow some light on some features of town life
from the fourth to the seventh century A. D. When going through
Mathura, towards the end of the fourth century, Fa Hien noticed
"the fields, houses, gardens and orchards along with the resident
populations and their cattle."1 He refers to the usouthern gate "
of Shd-che (Safici) and in Kosala to "the well and walls" of the
house of the Vaisya head-man Sudatta.2 In VaisaK he noticed a
garden to the south of the city on 4the west of the road' and the west
gate of the city.3 In the centre of Pataliputra he records that he
saw Asoka's palace and halls, walls and gates, with elegant carving
and inlaid sculpture,4 So absorbed was Fa Hien with his Buddhist
studies that he did not care to record any further details of
towns or cities except a few hints referring to the existence of
gates, walls, houses and gardens in them.

But the inscriptions of the Gupta rulers themselves, at times,
throw some light on some features of town-life during this period
of Indian history. The Gaiigdhar stone inscription of Visvavarrnan,
dated A. D. 423-24, relates how Visvavarmati, the father of Bandhu-
varman, the feudatory of Kurnara Gupta I, adorned a city
(Gangdhar?) on the banks of the Gargani "with irrigation wells,
tanks, and temples and halls of the gods, drinking wells and pleasure
gardens of various kinds, and causeways, and long pools."5 The
Mandasor stone inscription of Kumara G-upta I and Bandhuvarman,
dated A, D. 473-74, describes how in Dasapura (Dasor) a the houses

have waving flags.........(and) are very white (and) extremely lofty......

And other   long  buildings   on  the  roofs of  the houses, with arbours

in   them,   are   beautiful......being  vocal    with   songs   (like  those)  of

the Garidhatrvas; having pictured representations arranged (in them);
(and) being adorned with groves of waving plantain trees. Here,
cleaving asunder the earth, there rise up houses which are decorated
with successions of storeys...... It shines with Brahmanas endowed
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